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Pendergraf wins the Bassmaster Kayak Series Championship
From the Outdoor Wire 

  
FORT WORTH, Texas — When 
conditions trashed his practice 
findings, Mark Pendergraf of 
Fort Worth, Texas, made a key 
adjustment and won the inaugu-
ral Bassmaster B.A.S.S. Nation 
Kayak Series Championship 
powered by TourneyX on Pos-
sum Kingdom Lake with a two-
day total of 209.25 inches. 

Mark Pendergraf of Fort Worth, Texas, claimed victory at the Bassmaster B.A.S.S. Nation 
Kayak Series Championship powered by TourneyX on Possum Kingdom Lake with a two-
day total measuring 209.25 inches. (Photo by Chris Mitchell/B.A.S.S.)

Edging second-place Joe McEl-
roy of Alabama by 1/2 inch, Pen-
dergraf won the $20,000 
first-place award. TourneyX 
owner/operator Dwayne Walley 
confirmed that the winner 
notched the highest two-day total 
in TourneyX history. 
 Possum Kingdom, an 18,000-
acre Brazos River reservoir lo-
cated 90 miles west of Fort 
Worth, is normally relatively 
clear. However, Day 1 brought 
muddy conditions. McElroy had 
graphed chunk rock sweet spots 
on bluff walls during practice, 
but the declining clarity fizzled 

that bite. 
“From about 6:30 to 1, I caught 
fish on bluff walls with a Strike 
King 5XD in the sexy shad color, 
but I fished closer than I did in 
practice because of the muddy 
water,” Pendergraf said. “I had a 
rough start to the day and I only 
had 4 fish at 12:30.” 
Frustrated with his low produc-
tivity, Pendergraf steered his Old 
Town Autopilot 120 kayak back 

to his launch ramp where he as-
sumed he’d wind up his day with 
a few random casts. 
“I made a cast and caught a 
striper. So, I thought, that’s not a 
bad way to spend the last 30 mi-
nutes of the tournament,” Pen-
dergraf said. “I made a cast to the 
left and caught a 19-inch (large-
mouth). I made another cast, 20 
1/2; made another cast, 18 3/4. 
“Day 2, I literally launched my 

kayak, I went out, made a U-
turn, waited until lines-in and I 
stayed there for 10 hours. I 
punched some heavy, heavy fish. 
I think my first fish was a 24-
inch bass. That was my fourth 
cast, about 6:05.” 
 
Pendergraf targeted the concrete 
boat ramp with a Strike King 
6XD (sexy shad) and quickly di-
aled in a particular positioning 

preference. 
“I would crank from about 3 feet 
down to 12,” Pendergraf said. 
“On Day 1, it was a fast flurry, 
just a lot of fish in a short 
amount of time, so I didn’t have 
anything pinpointed on that boat 
ramp that they were attracted to. 
“Day 2, I found that one side of 
the boat ramp had a lip on it. 
There was a solid drop-off on it 
and the fish were tucking down 
on the side of that. If I could land 
my bait on that lip and run it 
down, they would smash it cast 
after cast after cast.” 
 Reflecting on the way his tour-
nament played out, Pendergraf 
said he should have spent his en-
tire tournament on that boat 
ramp. “I could have just gone out 

University of Memphis field athlete Mona Jaidi 
earns NCAA honorable mention Track & Field
 EUGENE, Ore. – Memphis field 
athlete Mona Jaidi earned honor-
able mention All-America 
honors for her performance in 
the women’s javelin competition 
at the 2021 NCAA Track & Field 
Championships. 

Jaidi placed 22nd with her 
49.27m (161-7.0) throw at Hay-
ward Field Thursday night. She 
originally qualified for the cham-
pionships at the NCAA East Pre-
liminary with a mark of 50.86m. 
Jaidi was also the winner of the 

American Athletic Conference’s 
2021 Women’s Most Outstand-
ing Field Performance award, 
which she earned after finishing 
first at the conference champion-
ships (54.65m, 179-3.0). 
The 2021 track & field outdoor 

season will conclude after cham-
pionship events end Saturday 
night. 
  
 For more information on UofM 
athletics, visit gotigersgo.com. 

Edging second-place Joe 
McElroy of Alabama by 1/2 
inch, Pendergraf won the 
$20,000 first-place award. 
TourneyX owner/operator 
Dwayne Walley confirmed 
that the winner notched the 
highest two-day total in Tour-
neyX history. 

with one rod and one bait and just 
been done.” 
Daniel Lyons earned Big Bass 
honors on Day 1 with his 24 1/2-
inch fish. Pendergraf’s 24-inch 
bass took top honors for Day 2. 
McElroy finished second with 
208.75 inches. Mississippi's Brad 
Case finished third with 201.75. 
2021 Bassmaster B.A.S.S. Nation 
Kayak Series powered by Tour-
neyX Partner: Old Town 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing whe-
never, wherever and however 
bass fishing fans want to use it. 
Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member organ-
ization’s fully integrated media 
platforms include the industry’s 
leading magazines (Bassmaster 
and B.A.S.S. Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation and 
youth fishing. 

“I would crank from about 3 
feet down to 12,” Pendergraf 
said. “On Day 1, it was a fast 
flurry, just a lot of fish in a 
short amount of time, so I 
didn’t have anything pin-
pointed on that boat ramp 
that they were attracted to. 
“Day 2, I found that one side 
of the boat ramp had a lip on 
it...”  


